
The Mk42B Aircrew Life Vest is the latest in Rotary Wing and Large Fixed Wing aircrew equipment assemblies, 
harnessing Beaufort expertise and pedigree across major international platforms. Qualified and tested in 
collaboration with the UK MOD, the Mk42B Aircrew Life Vest features a low profile stole with reduced volume 
to the rear of the neck to improve head mobility when wearing a helmet. The Life Vest features dual bladders 
for redundancy and has superior self righting and freeboard capabilities. The Life Vest attaches to a waistcoat 
assembly constructed of lightweight and inherently fire retardent fabrics to reduce mass and thermal burden. 
Adaptable to suit multiple aircrew roles and the wearer’s individual requirements, the Mk42B introduces a new 
benchmark in Aircrew comfort, mobility and in-water performance. 

Setting the standard for 
in water performance and 
survival capability

BENEFITS
	Ĭ Fully integrated system 

	Ĭ Tested and Qualified on rotary and fixed  
wing aircraft

	Ĭ Modular Pockets for equipment stowage 
accordance to the mission

	Ĭ Improved comfort and mobility with reduced 
thermal burden

	Ĭ Flame and abrasion resistant

	Ĭ Various colour options available

MK42B
AIRCREW LIFE VEST



MK42B

Sliding fastener pull tab
for easy and quick donning/

doffing

Attachable/detachable 
crotch strap with comfort 
pad to suit specific role 
requirements

Lifting beckets
for efficient in water retrieval 

and assistance

Shorter construction to 
eliminate pocket interference 

with the thighs

Lighter fabric to reduce 
mass and thermal burden

Waist adjustment system
to ensure the perfect fit

Waistcoat attachment 
fastening sliders
for easy attachment/
detachment of the life 
preserver

Stole attachment points 
lowered to improve stole 
performance

Modular pockets
for mission customization

Quick Burst Zipper for 
packing and extraction 

ease

Two oral inflation tubes 
for easy access if top up 
is required

Optional PLB antenna 
mounting to optimise 
distress location 
transmissions

Lifeline and toggle 
retaining elastic for 
efficient retrieval out 
of water

PLB antenna cable 
routing to help 
effective distress 
transmissions

Whistle for use in 
emergency scenarios 

where attention is 
needed

Reflective tape
for easy identification

in water
Supporting lobes

to side/rear of head

Water activated light
to assist in easy 

identification in water

Lobe profile optimised 
for self righting 

performance 

Technical Information

Buoyancy 350N

Inflation Mechanism Manual

CO2 Cylinder 2 x 40g including cylinders and inflation 
mechanisms

Colours DPM, Sage, Sand*, Blue/Black* 

Size Four sizes available

Materials Aramid Fabric

Example Part
Number 1013805

Optional Accessory:
HEED 3 Short Term Air 
Supply System (STASS) 
to assist in under water 
evacuations

Removable stole for over 
land operations

* Under Development
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